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THE CONGRESS. 


FIRST SESSION, EIGHTEENTH CONGRESS. 


Proceedings. 
SENATE. 


‘Thursday, February 19th, 1824.—Fifty-sixth day. 


The bill “ tochange the terms of the District Court of the Uni- 
ted States, for the Kentucky District ;” and the bill “ to provide 
forthe extinguishment of the debt due to the United States, by 
the purchasers of Public Lands,’’ were severally read the secund 
time. 

On motion, by Mr. Norte, Ordered, That the Committee on 
Pensions be discharged from the consideration of the petition of 
Moses Wing, of Israe! R. Potter, and of Eleanor Tansey. 

On motion, by Mr. Noste, That the Committee on Pensions 
be discharged from the consideration of the petition of Cornelius 
Huson; ordered that said motion lie on the table. 

On motion, by Mr. Jounson, of La. Ordered, That Junsonville 
De Villier, have leave to withdraw his petition and papers pre- 
sented at the first Session of the Seventeenth Congress. 

Mr. Mrxts presented the memorial of William Rotch, jr. and 
others, merchants of New Bedford, praying indemnification for 
depredations committed on their commerce by the public and pri- 
vate armed vessels of France, between the years 1793 and 1800 ; 
read and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate resumed the con- 
sideration of the Report of the Committee on the Judiciary, on 
the petition of Ebenezer Oliver and others; postponed to, and 
made the order of the day for, Monday next. 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the Report of the 
Committee of Claims, on the petition of Obadiah Jones: Mr. 
G atctagD in the chair, and, in concurrence therewith, Resolved, 
That the prayer of the petitioner ought not to be granted. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amendmentsof the House 
of Representatives, to their amendments to the bill, entitled “ An 
act to extend the time limited for the settlement of Private Land | 
Claims in the Territory of Florida ;” and, Resolved, ‘That the | 
Senate concur therein. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate resumed, as in 
Committee of the whole, the bill “ regulating the transportation 
of gold and silver bullion, specie and jewels, and carrying of 
passengers, and to prohibit the receipt of merckandize in the pub- 
lic vessels of the United States ;” ordered to lie on the table. 

After the consideration of Executive business. Adjourned. 


Friday, February 20th, 1824.—Fifty-seventh day. 


The President ¢ommunicated a report from the Post Master 
General, with a ligt of the unproductive Post Roads for the year 
1323; the report was read and referred to the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

The President communicated a report from the Secretary of 
the Treasury, shewing the payments made at the T'reasury for 
the discharge of miscellaneous claims during the year 1823 ; the 
contracts and purchases made by collectors for the reveuue ser- 
vice duriug the year 1822 ; the expenditures on account of sick 








ber of the Judges ; the remonstrence was read and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Brancu presented the memorial of David Wallace, sen. 
praying indemnification for depredations committed on his pro- 
perty by the public and private armed vessels of France, between 
the years 1793 and 1800; read and referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Kelations. 

Mr. Rueees, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was 
recommitted the bill for the relief of Amasa Stetson ; reported it 
with an amendment which was read. 

Mr. Eaton, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was recommitted with iastructions the petition of Joho Forbes 
& Co: and of John McAllister, reported a bill releasing to John 
Mc Allister, or the legal representatives of John Forbes, a certain 
tract of land; read and ordered to a second reading. 

Agreeably to notice given, Mr. Seymour asked and obtained 








made relative to oil, light- houses, beacons, buoys, stakeages, Kc. 
the report was read. 

Mr. TaLzor communicated the remonstrance of the Legisla- 
ture of Kentucky, against the decision of the Supreme Court of 
the United States, in the case of Green and others, against Biddle 
at the last term, declaring the act of that state of the 27th Febru- 
ary, 1797, concerning oceupying claimahts of land, and the act 
amendatory thereof, passed 31st January, 1812, to be unconstitu- 
tional and void, representing the principle there proclaimed as 
an infringement upon the sovereignty of the state ; and requesting 
their Senators and Representatives in Congress, to use their best 
exertions to procure the passage of a law requiring the concur- 
rence of two thirds of the Judges of that Court, imall cases involv- 








ing the validity of a law of any state ; or ap increase of the num- 





leave to bring in a bill in addition to an act, entiiled “ An act to 
amend the ordinance and acts of Congress for the Government of 
the Territory of Michigan, and for other purposes; which was 
twice read by unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Bett, from the Committee of Claims to whom was refer- 
red the petition of Samuel White. made a report accompanied by 
a bill for the relief of Samuel White; the report and bill were 
read, and the bill ordered to a second reading, © 

The Senate resumed, as in Comniittee of the whole, the bill for 
the relief of James Johnson, “ Mr. Lanman in the chair, and no 
amendment having been made thereto, it was reported to the 
House ; and, on the question, ‘* Shall this bill be engrossed and 
read a third time ?”’ it was determined in the affirmative. 

The bill, entitled “Ano act to authorize the laying out and 
opening certain public roadsin the Territory of Florida,” and no 
amendment having been made thereto, it was reported to the 
House ; and, on the question ‘* Shall this bill pass toa third read- 
ing ?’’ it was determined in the affirmative, yeas 28, nays 8. On 
motion by Mr. Cuanpier, the yeas and nays being desired by 
one-fifth of the Senators present, those who voted in the affirma- 
tive, are, 

YEAS, 28.—Messrs. Barton, Branch, Brown, Eaton, Edwards, of Conn. Elliott, 
Findlay, Gaillard, Hayne, Holmes, of Maine, Holmes, of Miss. Jackson, Johnson, 
of Lou. King, of Alab. Lanman, Lowrie, M'‘Ilvaine, Mills, Parfott, Ruggles, 
Seymour, Smith, Talbot, Taylor, of Ind. Thomas, Van Buren, Ware, and Williams. 

‘Those who voted in the negative, are, 

NAYS, 8.—Messrs. Bell, Chandler, Clayton, D’Wolf, Knight, Macon, Taylor, of 
Va. and Van Dyke. 

Mr. Kixe, of Ala. from the Committee on Public Lands, 
towhom was referred the bill explavatory of an act confirming 
claims to lotsin the town of Mobile, reported it without amend- 
ment. 

A motion was made by Mr. Kine, of Ala. that the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands be discharged from the consideration of 
the petition of James Ore ; laid on the table. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate resumed, as in 
Committee of the whole, the bill to provide for the security of 
Public Money in the hands of clerks of courts, attorneys, and 
marshals ; and their deputies, and the bill having been amended, 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

The bill to abolish imprisonment for debt, Mr. Van Bunew 
proposed an amendment thereto, which was read, and Ordered, 
That the further consideration of the bill be postponed to, and 
made the order of the day for, Monday next, and that the amend- 
ment be printed for the use of the Senate. Adjourned. 


Monday, February 23, 1824.—Fifiy-erghth day. 


The President communicated a report from the Secretary of 
War, with a report of the second Auditor, relative to the accounts 
for disbursements in the Indian Department, for the year ending 
30th September, 1823 ; read and referred to the Committee on 
Indian A ffairs. 

The President communicated a report from the Secretary of 
the Navy, made in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, of 


|} the 22d January lest, on the subject of the use of American hemp 


for cordage in the naval service ; read and ordered to be printed 


for the use of the Senate. 
The President communicated a report of the Post Master Gene- 
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tal, with the number of names end salaries va the dicthandishyed 


in this Office during the year 1823 ; which was read. 

Mr, Lownie presented the tnemorial of William Duane, late 
Adjutant General in the army of the. United States, praying re- 
muneration for money expended, services rendered, and losses 
sustained in the service of the government ; read and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs, 

Mr. Jonnson, of Ky. presented the petition of Lewis A. Garas- 
con and others, praying the opening of a wagon road from the 
river Missouri, north of the river Kauns to the river Columbia; 
read and referred tothe Select Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. NosLe communicated the following resolutions of the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the State of Indiana, viz: Resolved, by the General 
Assembly of the State of Indiana, that the reasons of the com- 
pact between the General Government and this state, by which 
this state guaranteed an exemption from taxation of all lands for 
five years from and after the purchase thereof, purchased of the 
General Government after the first day of , 1816, have, by 
the act of Congress changing the whole land system, totaly ceas- 
ed; 

Resolved, That the right of taxation on the part of this State, 
from and after the day of sale, cannot by any possibility be inju- 
rious to the interests of the United states: 

Resolved, That our Representatives in Congress be required, 
and our Senators instructed, to use their utmost exertions to obtain 
a repeal or modification of the compact between the United States 
and: this state, as referred to in the foregoing resolution : 

Resolved. ‘That his Excellency the Governor, be requested to 
trarismit a copy of the foregoing resolutions to (he Speaker of the 
House of Representatives in Congress, and a copy to each of our 
Senators: and Representatives ; the resolutions were read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. Rucetes, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Wm. Eaton, made a report accompanied by 
a resolution, that the prayer of the. petitioner ought not tobe grant- 
ed; report and resolution read and ordered to be printed for the 
use of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr, Jounson, of Ky. Ordered, That the Commit- 
tee on Military Aflairs be discharged from the consideration of 
the petition of Holden W. Prout, administrator of Joshua W. Prout. 

Ordered, That Holden W. Prout have leave to withdraw his 
petition and papers. 

Mr. KniGnrr reported, from the Committee, that they had ex- 
amined and found duly enrolled the bill, entitled “ An act to ex- 
tend the time limited for the settlement of private Land Claims 
in the Territory of Florida.” 

Mr. Smith, from the Committee on Finances to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Lewis A. Petray and Just Viel, and of Na- 
pier Rapelye and Bennett, made separate reports, accompanied 





by a bill for the relief of Napier Rapelye and Bennett, and Petray | 


and Viel... The reports and bill were read; the bill ordered to a 
second reading, and the reports to be printed for the use of the 
Senate. 

Mr. Harve presented the memorialof William Elliot and others, 
styling themselves a Committee on behalf of the inhabitants of 
Beaufort, South-Carolina, protesting against the imposition of any 
additional duties on imports; read and referred to the Committee 
on Commerce and Manufactures. 

Mr. Barron submitted the following motion for consideration : 
Resolved, 'That the President of the United States be requested 
to inform the Senate what measures have been taken to procure, 
and lay before the Senate at this Session of Congress, the original, 
or copies of all the contracts for surveying the Public’ Lands made 
by the Surveyor General of Illinois, Missouri, and Arkansas, 
since the first day.of Januery, 1819, in complianee with a resolu- 
tion of the Senate, adopted 25th February, 1823 ; and at what 
time said contraets or copies thereof will probably be laid before 
the Senate in pursuance of said resolution. 

Mr. Hotmes, of Maine, submitted the following motion for 
consideration: Resolved, Vhat the following rule be added to the 
rules of the Senate : 

"The yeas and naysshall be required on the final vote on every 
actin the three last days of every Session. 

On motion of Mr, Kine, of Ala. the Senate resumed the motion 
of the 20th instant, to discharge the Commitiee on Public Lands 
from the petition of James Ore, and agreed thereto. 





by estalibiabing an. tniliean’oollielh Cbrougtout the Ur ited Staind 
and providing for the discipline thereof. ps 
The bill releasing to John M'‘AUister, or the legal 

tives of John Forbes, a certain tract of laad, cota the. n ceprenei 

relief of Samuel White, were severally read the second tine, 
The bill for the relief ot James Johnson, having been. 

by the Comaittee correctly engrossed, was read the t 

Resolved, That this bill pass, and that the title thereof be “ an 
act for the relief of James Johnson.” 

Ordered, That the Secretary request the concurrence. ot Abe 
House of Representatives. 

The bill, entitied * An act to authorize the laying out 
ing certain pubic roads in the Territory of Pie, was ead 
the third time. 

Resolved, ‘That the bill pass. 

Ordered, ‘That the Secretary notify the House of Representative 
accordingly. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate reaumed. the.egq.- 
sideration of the report of the Committee oa the Judiciary, on the 
petition of Eben. Oliver and others—Mr. Van Dye in the chaip. 

On motion of Mr. Mruxs, to amend the resolution re 
ing said report by striking out the word “ not.” Adjourned. ~ 


Tuesday, February 24, 1824,—Fifiy-ninth day. 


The President communicated the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with statements from the incorporated Banks in the 
District of Columbia, showing the state of their affairs on the Sist 
of December last; the report was read. 

‘The following written message was yesterday received Pie the 
President of the United States, by Mr. Evexerr, his Secre 
[tor the Message see proceedings of the House, fol. 253.] The 
message*being read, was ordered to be printed forthe use of the 
Senate. 

Mr. Hayne presented the petition of Peter Tuzevant, foraierty 
a purser in the Navy of the Uniied States, praying an equitable 
settlement of his accounts ; read and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. 

Mr. Luioyp, Md. presented the petition of Benj. M, Belt, praying 
payment of his account for materials and labour tm fitting ap apart- 
ments in the City Hall for the accommodation of the Circuit 
Court of the District of Columbia ; read and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Barron, from the Committee on Public Lands, to whom 
was referred the bill supplementary to the several acts providing 
for ascertaining and adjusting the titles and claims to land ia the 
St. Helena and Jackson Court House land districts, reported it 
with an amendment, which was read. 

On motien, by Mr. Nosne, the Senate resumed the motion of 
the 19th instant, to discharge the Committee on Pensions: from 
the consideration of the petition of Cornelius Huson, and agreed 
thereto. On motion, Ordered, That Cornelias Huson have léave 
to withdraw his petition. 

Mr. Kine, of Ala. from the Committee on Public Lands, to 
whom was referred the petition of Marie Lovise de ta Gautrais, 
widow of Francois Gonsoulin, made a report accompanied by a bill 
for the relief of the heirs of Harpin de Ja Gautrais: and the re 
and bill were read ; the bill ordered to a second reading, and the 
report to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

Mr. Knicrr reported, from the Committee, that they had ex- 
amined and found duly enrolled the bill, entitled * An act. 'to au- 
thorize the laying out and opening certain public roads-in the 
Territory of Ftorida.” 

The two bills from the House of Representatives, brought ap 
yesterday from the House for concurrence, were severally read. 

On motion, by Mr. Smits, the bill, entitled “ An'act making 
‘appropriations for the military service of the United States, for 
the year 1824,” was read the second time by unanimous consent, 
and ordered to be referred to the Committee on Finance, 

The bill for the relief bf Napier Rapelye “and Bennett, and Pe- 
tray and Viel, was read the second time. 

‘The resolution proposing an additional role for conducting busi- 
ness in the Senate; was read the second time. ~ 
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Committee on the Judiciary, on the petition of Ebenezer Oliver 





The bill more effectually to provide for the national defence 








and others, together yn the renee amendmeat-—Mr, Garand 
in the chair. 


The Senate resumed the consideration of the report’ of ‘the. 
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Oo motion, by Mr. Tarsor, postponed to, and made the order. 
ofthe day for, Thursday next. 0s Bde ek 

‘The Senate proceeded to consider the motion of yesterday, re- 
auesting information relative to contracts for surveying certain 
sablic lands, which was requested by a resolution of the Senate, 
of the 25theef February, 1823, and agreed thereto. 

Ordered, That the Secretary lay the same before the President 
of the United States.” ® ; 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate resumed, as in 
Committee of ‘the whole, the bill allowing a drawback on the ex- 

tation of cordage manufactared in the United Statee, from for- 
eiga hemp; postponed to, and made the order of the day for, 
Tuesday the 9th of March next. 

On motion, by Mr. Vaw Buren, the Senate proceeded to con- 
sider the bill from the House of Representatives, entitled “ An 
act to authorize the issuing of letters patent to Satmuel Brown ;” 
and no amendment having been made thereto, it was reported to 
the House, and ordered to pass to a third reading. 

Agreeably to the order of the day, the Senate resumed, as in 
Committee of the whole, the bill to abolish imprisonment for debt, 
together with the amendment proposed by Mr. Van Buren ; 
postponed to, and made the order of the day for, to-morrow. 

On motion by Mr, Hotwes, of Maine, the Senate proceeded to 
consider, asin Committee of the whole, the bill in further addition 
to “ An act to establish an uniform rule of naturalization ;” and, 
Ordered, that it be re-committed to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary, further to consider and report thereon. 

eably to the order of the day, the Senate resumed, as in Com- 
mittee of the whole, the resolution, proposing an amendment to 
Constitution of the United States, as it respects the choice of Re 
presentatives in the Congress of the United States, and the election 
of the President and Vice-President of the United states, together 
with the amendment reported thereto by the Select Committee ; 
laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Van Buren, the Senate resumed, as in 
Committee-of the whole, the bill, entitled ‘* An act to repeal in 
part, an act, entitled ‘ Anact to lessen the compensation for Mar- 
shals, Clerks, and Attorneys in the cases therein mentioned,’ ”’ 
together with the amendments reported thereto by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary : the amendments were agreed to, and the 
bill reported to the House amended accordingly ; and the amend- 
ments being concurred in, on the question, “ Shall the amendments 
be engrossed and the bill read a third time as amended,” it was 
determined in. the affirmative. 


The Sevate proceeded to consider, as in Committee of the | 


whole, the bill supplementary to ** An act to perfect certain 
locations and sales of public lands in Missouri,” passed April 


25th, 1822, and no amendment having been made thereto, it was / 
reported to the House ; and the question “ Shall this bill be en- | 


grossed: and read a third time,” it was determined in the affir- 
mative. 

Dhe bill to enable the holders of French, British, and Spanish 
titles to lands within that part of the State of Louisiana, situate 
to the east of the Mississippi river and island of New-Orleans, 
which have’ not been recognised as valid by the government of 
the United States, to institute proceedings to try the validity 
thereof, postponed to, and made the order of the day for, to-mor- 
row. After the consideration of Executive business, Adjourned. 


-: Wednesday, February 25th, 1824.—Siatreth day. 


Mr. Houmes, of Me.from the Committee on the Judiciary, to whom 
was referred the bill to provide fur the security of public money in 
the hands of clerks. of courts, attorneys, and marshals, and their 
deputies, reported it with an amendment, which was read and order- 
ed to be printed for the use of the Senate. 

On motion of Mr. Nosxe, Ordered, That the Committee on Pen- 
sions be discharged from the consideration of the petition of George 
tes Mei presented the memorial of William and Nathaniel 
Hooper, merchants of Marblehead, prayiag indemnification for 
spoliations committed.on their commerce, by the public and private 
armed vessels of France, between the years 1793 and 1800 ; read 
and referred to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. M‘Iinvaine, from the Committee of Claims, to whom was re- 
ferred-the petition of Thomas Staniford, made a report, accompanied 
by. a. bill for the reltef of Captain Thomas Staniford, which were 
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The amendments to the bill, entitled “« An act to repeal in part an 
act, entitled * An act to lessen the compensation for marshals, clerks, 
and attorneys,’ in the cases therein mentioned,’ was read the third 
time as amended and passed. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, entitled ‘* An act to 
authorize the issuing of letters patent to Samuel Brown,” was read 
the third time and passed. 

The bill supplementary to “* An act to perfect certain locations 
and sales of the public lands in Miss.uri,” passed April 26th, 1822, 
having been reported by the Committee correctly engrossed, was 
read the third time. 

The bill, entitled ** An act giving the consent and sanction of Con- 
gress to a certain act of the Legislative Council of the Territory 
of Florida,” was read the second time, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary. 

The bill for the relief of the heirs of Don Harpin de la Gautrais, 
was read the seond time. 

On motion by Mr. Barzour, the Senate resumed, as in Committee - 
of the whole, the bill forthe relief of Francis Henderson, jr. Mr. 
Van Dyxe in the chair ; and on motion, Ordered, That the consi- 
deration thereof be indefinitely postponed. Adjourned. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 





Thursday, February 19th, 1824.—Fifiy-Seventh day. 


Mr. M:Lane, of Del. from the Committee of Ways and Meang, 
made unfavorable reports on the petitions of Solomon Kingsbory, 
and John E. Dorsey ; laid on the table. 
Mr- M‘Laye, from the same Comniittee, reported a bill for the 
relief of Joho 8S. Moffett ; read twice, and committed to the Com- 
mittee of the whole House to-morrow. 
Mr. Wituians,: of North-Carolina, from the Cominittee of 
Claims, made an unfavourable report on the petition of the ‘I’rus- 
tees, in behalf of the United Society commonly ealled Shakers, re- 
siding at West Union, in Indiana; laid on the table. ; 
Ordered, That the Committee for the District of Columbia, ¢ 
which was referred, on the 26th of January vltimo, a memorial of 
suadry inhabitants of the said District, in relation to a system of 
| gowernment for caid District, be discharged from so much of said 
|memorial, as suggests certain amendments to the constitution of 
the United States ; and that it be referred to the Committee on 
‘the Judiciary. Alco from the memorial adopted at a meeting of the 
Society of Friends, held at New Garden, in North-Carolina, in 
_November, 1823, and that the said memorial be laid‘on the table. 
On motion of Mr. Jenninas, Resolved, That the Committee on 
Pablic Lands be instructed to enquire into the expediency of vest- 
ing in the ‘Trustees, who have been, or may hereafter be, appoint- 
‘ed by the inhabitants of the “ INinois Grant,” in the State of 
| Indiana, the fee simple of certain lands appropriated by Congress 
_ for the support of schools, in said grant, for the sote use fer which 
said lands were originally granted, and couformable to the provi- 
_ sions of an act of the General Assembly of said State. 
|. Mr. Owen moved that the House do come to the following 
| resolution : 
| Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be instructed 
| to examine and report to this House, what will bethe effect upon 
the Revenue of the Government of the United States, if the bill 
now before this House, entitled “ A bill to amend the several ticts 
| imposing duties upen imports,’ should pass into alaw : and if its 
operation would, in their opinion, diminish the reventie to an ex* 
tent greater than the expenditures of Goveroment will admif of, 
what course it will be expedient to pursue to supply that deficien- 
) cy. The resolution being read, was debated until the arrival of the 
| hour for passing to the orders of the day, when the House resolved 
itself into a Committee of the whole, on the bill making appro- 
| priations for the military service of ‘the United States, for the 
year 1824; and after some time spent therein, the Spraxer resum- 
ed the chair, and Mr. ‘I'ayton reported, that the Committee had, 
accordiug to order, had the said bill under consideration, and made 
some progress therein, and directed him to ask leave to sit again, 
dered, That the Committee of the whole House have leave to 
tagain on said bill. Adjowrned. 


Friday, February 20th, 1824.—Fifty-eighth day. 


Mr, Axncuer, by leave of the House, presented a memorial of 
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read ;.the bill ordered to a second reading, and the report to be 
printed for the use of the Seaate. 


the merehants of the town of Petershurg, ir the State of Virginia, 
in opposition to such a revision of the tariff of duties on goods, wares, 
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as is proposed in the bill now pending before this House, to amend 
the several acts imposing daties on imports. 

Mr. Wayvye presented a memorial of sundry farmers in the State 
of Pennsylvania, praying that such a modification of the existing 
tariff of duties on imports may be made, as will afford complete 
protection to the manufactures of the country ; referred to the 
Committee of the whole House on the state of the Union, to which 
is committed the bill to amend the several acts imposing duties 
on imports. 

Phe Sreaxer laid before the House the following communica 
tions : 

{. A communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, accom- 
panied by the statements of the affairs of the Bank of the United 
States, called for by the resolution adopted on the motion of Mg 
Sroras, on the 17th instant ; read and ordered to lie on the table 

Ii. A communication from the Secretary of the Treasury, accom 
panied by a statement of contracts made, and purchases made, by 
the Collectors for the Revenue service, during the year 1822; a 
statement of the expenditures on account of sick and disabled 
_ seamen, during the year 1822; and a statement of contracts made 
relative to oil, ligitt- houses, beacons, buoys, stakeages, &c. a state- 
ment of the payments made, according to law, at the Treasury of 
the United States, ducing the year 1823, for the discharge of mis 
cellaneous claims not otherwise provided for; read and ordered to 
lie on the table. 

Ill. A letter from the Post Master General, transmitting a list 
of unproductive post routes for the year 1823 ; read and laid on the 
table. 

Mr. M+Lane, of Del. from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
made unfavorable reports on the cases of Brown and Havens, 
on behalf of themselves and others, owners, officers, and crew, 
of the late private armed brig ‘‘ Warrior” ; of Ezekiel Foster, 
and of Benjamin Barton and others, sureties of Jonas Harrison ; 
which were respectively laid on the table. 

Mr. Witisams, of N. C. from the Committee of Claims, made an 
uafavourable report on the petition of Jean Francis Girod; read 
and laid on the table. 

Mr. Stoane, from the Committee to which was referred the 
memorial of sundry citizens of the Congressional District of Nor- 
folk; in the State of Massachusetis, complaining of the election 
and return of John Bailey, as a member of this House, from said 
District, made a report thereon, which was laid on the table. 

The House resumed the consideration of the resolution submit- 
ted by Mr. Owen yesterday, proposing certain enquiries as to the 
effect to be produced on the revenue, by the passage of the bill to 
amend the several acts imposing duties on imports—and the said 
resolution was further debated until the arrival of the hour for 
passing to the order of the day, and the House again resolved it- 
self into a Committee of the whole, on the bill making appropria- 
tions for the military service of the United States, for the year 
1824; and, after some tinre spent therein, the Seeaker resumed the 
chair, and Mr Tavs.or reported thesame with amendments, which 
were read and concurred in by the House. 

Mr. Cocke then moved further to amend the said bill, by strik- 
ing out therefrom the following item: ‘‘ For the purchase of Grid- 
Jey’s farm, ten thousand dollars ; provided such farm shall not be 
purchased unless the same sball be procured for said ten thousand 
dollars.” 

Mr. Raspotra moved to amend the said item, by inserting 
thereia, after the word farm, these words, “ with the consent of 
the State of New-York.” And, on the question to agree to this 
latter motion, there appeared, Yeas 85, Nays 85. ‘Ihe yeas and 
nays being required by one-fifth of the members present, are as 
follows : 

YEAS, 85.—Messrs Adams, Alexander, of Va. Alexander, of Tenn. Al- 
Jen, of Mass. Archer, Bailey, P. P. Barbour, Bartlett, Bassett, Blair, Brent, 
Brown, Buck, Burton, Cambygleng, Campbell. of Ohio, Cary, Cocke, Conner, 
Crafts, Culpeper, Day, Dwinell, Edwards, of N. C. Ellis, Floyd, Foot, Conn. 
Foote, of NY. Frost, Fuller, Garrison, Garnett, Gazlay, Gist, Hall, Hay- 
den, Hayward, Hlersick, Hogebooin, Houston, Jenkins, J. T. Johnson, Kidder, 
Kreamer, Leftwich, Lincoln, Litchtield, Livermore, Long, M‘Coy, M‘Kim, Man- 
gum, Mailacy, Marvin, Matlack, Metcalfe, Morgan, Nelson, O'Brien, Ran, 
dolph, Reed, Richards, Rose, Saunders, Sandford, Sharpe, Sibley, Arthur Sma 
Spaight, A. Stevenson, Taylor, Ten Eyck, Tracy, Trimble, Tucker, of 
Tucker, of S. C. Tyson, Udree, Van Rensselaer, Van Wyck, Whitman, . Wil- 
liams, of Va. Williams, of N. C. Wilson, of 8. C. Wood. 

NAYS, 85.—Messrs. Abbot, Allison, Baylies, Bartley, Beecher, Breck, 
Buchavan, Cady, Cassedy, Condict, Cook, Craig, Cushman, Cuthbert, Durfee, 


Harris, Henry, Herkimer, Ingham, Isacks, Jennings, Johpson, of ' 


and merchandise, upon their importation into the United States | 
son, Kent, Lathiop, Lawrence, Little, Livingston, Locke, M*‘ 








—s 








M‘Kean, M‘Lane, Del. Markicy, Martindale, Mitchell, Peon tition 
Moore, Alab, Neale, Owen, Patterson, Penn. Patterson, of Ohio, Plume 
Plamer, Penn. Poinsett, Prince, Reynolds, Rich, Rogers, Ross; Sloan, W 
Smith, Standefer, Sterling, J. Stepherson, Stoddard, Storrs, Strong, Test, Tod; 
Vance, of N, C. Vance, of Ohio, Vinton, Warfiela, Wayne, W Whit. 
tlesey, White, Wickliffe, Williams, bf N. Y. James Wilson, Heary Wilson, 
Wilson, Ohio, Woods, Wright, and Speaker. eRe i 

The Sreaxer voted with the nays, and thereby producing an 
equal division, the question was decided in the negative... 

The question was then taken on the motion made by Mr. Cocxg, 
to strike out the said item ; determined in the negative, Yeas, 57, 
Nays 123. Those who voied in affirmative, are dhe 

YEAS, 57.—Messrs. Alexander, of Va. Alexander, of Tenn. Allen, of Mase. 
Archer, P. P. Barbour, Bassett, Bradley, Buck, Burton, Campbell, of §, ¢. 
Campbell, of Obio, Cary, Cocke, Conner, ( rafts, Culpeper, Edwards, of N, 
Floyd, Foot, of Conn. Forsyth, Gazlay, Gist, Hall, Herrick, F. Johnson, Kid. 
der, Kreamer, Leftwich, Livermore, Long, M‘Coy, Mangum, Matlack, Mation 
Metcalfe, Prince, Randolph, Rich, Ross, Sandford, Sibley, Sloan, Arthur Smittr, 
Wm. Smith, Spaight, Standefer, A. Stevenson, Thompson, of Geo. Tucker, of 
Va. Tucker, of S.C. Tyson, Vance, of N.C. Vance, of Ohio, White, Wick. 
liffe, Williams, of N. C. and Wilson, of S. C. 
NAYS, 123.—Messrs. Abbot, Allen, of Tenn. Allison, Bailey, Baylies, Bart- 
lett, Bartley, Beecher, Blair, Breck, Brown, Buchanan, Cady, Carter, Casse- 
dy, Clark, Condict, Cook, Craig, Crowainshield, Cushman, Cuthbert, Day Dur- 
fee, Dwinell, Dwight, Eaton, Eddy, Edwards, of Penn. Findlay, Foote, of N. 
Y. Forward, Fulle:, Garrison, Gatlin, Govan, Gurley, Hamilton, Harris, Har-) 
vey, Hayden, Hayward, Henry, Herkimgr, Hobart, Hogeboom, Holcombe, Hous 
ton, Ingham, Isacks, Jenkins, Jennings, Johnson, of Va. J. 7’. Johnson, K 
Lathrop, Lawrence, Lincoln, Litchfield, Little, Livingston, Locke, M*A 
M‘Duffe, M‘Kean, M‘Kim, M‘Lane, of Del Mallary, Markley, Martindale, 
Marvin, Mercer, Mitchell, of Penn. Moore, of Ken. Moore, of Alab. Morgan, 
Neale, Nelson, Newton, Owen, Patterson, Penn. Patterson, of Ohio, Plumer, of 
N. H. Plumer, of Pena. Poinsett, Rankin, Reed, Reynolds, Richards, Rogers, 
Saunders, Sharpe, Spence, Sterling, J. Stevenson, Stoddard, Storrs, Strong, 
Swan, Taylor, Ten Eyck,Test, Thompson, of Ken. Tod, Tracy, Trimbie, Udree, 
Van Rensselaer, Van Wyck, Vinton, Warfieki, Wayne, Whipple, Whitman, 
Whittlesey, Williams, of N. Y. Williams, of Va. James Wilson, Heary Wilson, 
Wilson, of Ohio, Wood, Woods, and Wright. 


Ordered, That the said bill be engrossed and read a third time 
to-morrow. : 


Ordered, That when this House adjourns, it will adjourn to 
meet on Monday next. Adjourned. x 


Monday, February 23d, 1824.—Fifty-ninth day. 


: The following petitions, memorials, &c. were presented andre: 
erred. 
Nathaniel Jackson, of the State of Maine, praying to be restored. ‘ 
to the list of Revolutionary Pensioners, from whieh he bas.been 
stricken, in consequence of the estimated value of his property ; 
—By Mr. Lincouy. ; 
Joseph Guthrie, and a petition of Joseph Dizon, of the State of 
New-York ;—By Mr. Craak. , 
George Moyers, of the State of Tennessee ;—By Mr. Buatr. 
Soldiers of the Revolutionary Army, praying respectively to be 
placed on the pension list. 
Ordered, ‘I hat the said petitions be referred to the Committee. on 
Revolutionary Pensions, ' ‘K 
Daniel Merrill, of the State of Maine, praying compensation for . 
services rendered, as @ soldier in the army of the revolution 3 By | 
Mr. O’Brien. 


Elizabeth M‘Farland, widow of William M‘Farland, deceased, 


late war with Great Britain, praying that the same provision may. 
be made for her, as is made for the widows of sdidiera killed in. 
battle ;—By Mr. Van Rensse.acer. eer ee 

Thomas Mourns, of Penusylvania, praying for a pension, having - 
been wounded in the battle of New-Orleans, on the 8th January, 
1815;—By Mr. Auuison. bi 

John O'Neill, late a soldier in the army of the United States,.. 
praying for a pension, having been disabled in the line of his duty 5°: 
—By Mr. Livete. 

Lucy Martin, widow of William Martin, deceased, a revolution-, » 
ary pepsiouer, praying that the pension granied to her late hue 
band may be continued to her ;—By Mr. Tucker, of Va. 

Ordered, That the said petitions be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions and Revolutionary Claims. 5 : ‘ 

On motion of Mr. Gist, Ordered, That the petition of Thomas _ 
Porter, presented on the 3ist of December, 1823, be referred to 
the same Committee. : 








Dwight, Edwards, Peon, Findlay, Forsyth, Forward, Govan, Gurley, Hamilton, 


Merchants and other inhabitants of the towa of Bath, in the 


who died of wounds received while a soldier in the army, in the » : 
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state of Maine, 


the passage of the bill now pending in | Ordered, That the said petitions and resolutions be referred the 


this House, to ‘amend the several acts imposing duties on imports ; | Committee on Public Lands. 


—By Mr. Hergick. — decd ii 

Merchants and inhabitants of Beaufort, and ite vicinity, in the 
State-of ‘South-Carolina ;—By Mr. Hamreron. 

Sundry farmers, in the State of New-Jersey, praying that the 
tariff of duties on imports may be so modified and amended, as to 
afford complete protection to the manufacturing interest of the 
United States ;—By Mr. Hotcomer. } 

Sundry inhabitants of the western part of Penosylvania ;—By 
Mr. FarReLiy a ; ; 

Sundry inhabitants, in the State of Pennsylvania, praying that 
additional duties may he imposed on iron, and certain manufactures 
of iron therein specified, upon the importation thereof into the 
United States ;—-By Mr. Upuee. 

Watson Atkinson, of Philadelphia, a manufacturer of stretchers 
for umbrellas, praying that the duty on square iron wire may be 
changed, from a specific to an-ad valorem duty ;—By Mr. Evcis. 

Sundry citizens of the County of New Castle, in the said State, 
praying that such a revision and modification of the tariff of du- 
ties on imports may be made, as will afford ample and complete 
protection to the domestic industry of the country ;—By Mr. M+ 

Lane. of Del. 8 ; 

Ordered, ‘That the said remonsirances, petition, and memorials, 
be referred to the Committee of the whole House on the state of 
the Union, to which is committed the bill to aménd the several 
acts imposing duties on imports. i. 

Sundry inhabitants of the State of Maine, praying that provision 
may be made for the erection of a light house on Pemaquid Point, 
in said State ;—By Mr. Heraick. : 

Sundry inhabitants of the town of Wellfleet, in the County of 
Barnstable, and Staite of Massachusetts, praying that a new dis- 
trict for the collection of duties on imports and tonnage may be 
established, and that the towa of Provincetown may be made the 
port of entry thereof ;—By Mr. Reap. 

Sundry inhabitants of Portsmouth, in the State of New Hamp- 
shire, praying that an allowance be made on the tonnage of 
vessela.employed in the mackerel fishery, in the same way as is 
made on the tonnage ef vessels employed in the codfishery ;— 
By Mr. BarTLert. 

Alexander and Sylvester Humphrey, praying to be indemnified 
for damages sustained in a wharf, which they were building for 
the United States, occasioned by a violent gale of wind ;—By 
Mr. Foote, of New-York. Said petitions referred to the Com 
mitte on Commerce. 

Merchants and others, of the City of Boston and its vicinity, 
against the imposition of a tax on sales at auction ;—By Mr. 
WensTeR. 

Sundry citizens of the State of New-Hampshire ;—By Mr. 
Bartetr. 

Ordered, That the said remonstrances be referred to the Com 
mittee of fhe whole House on the state of the Union, to which is 

committed the billimposing duties on certain sales at auction. 

‘Jaseph Stroud, of the City of Westminster, in the County of 
Middlesex, England, mariner, and Martha, his wile, the only 
surviving child and heiress at law of Jonathan Carver, former- 
ly of the United States, but lately of the City of London, de- 
ceased, praying that a petition, which has been heretofore pre- 
sented to Congress, on behalf of some pretended heirs of said 
Carver, may be disposed of, and that the right of said Martha may 
be recognized, to a large tract of land on the river Mississippi, 
near the falls of St. Anthony ; and that measures may be taken 
by the Government, for the protection and recovery of the estate 
and effécts in America, late of the said Jonathan Carver, deceased ; 
—By Mr, Putcer. 

cilizens of Meigs County, in the State of Ohio, residing 
on the fractional township No.3, inthe 11th range of the Ohio 
Company’s Purchase, praying that a piece of land therein des- 
¢ribed, may be granted to them for the support of schools ;— 
By Mr. Vinton. 

General Assembly of the State of Indiana, praying that some 
relief may be devised and granted to those who purchase public 
lands, and which became forfeited to the government, together 
with the payments thereon previous to the passage of the act fox 
the relief of the purchasers of public lands, before the Ist of July. 
1820 ;=+By Mr. Tesr. 

General Assembly of the State of Indiana, “ relative to taxing 
lands within this state ;"—By Mr. Paince. 





| Britain ;—By Mr. Livineston. 


On motion of Mr. Haaximcn, Ordered, That the petition of sun- 
dry inhabitants of Trenton, Newport, Middleville, Eaton’s Bush, 
and Little Falls, in the State of New-York, for an alteration in a 
certain post route, presented on the 11th of February, 1822, and 
the remonetrance against the said petition, from the inhabitants 
of the ‘Town of Russia, in said State, presented on the 3d of 
February, 1823, be referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Sundry inhabitants of the County of Somerset, in the State of 
Pennsylvania ;—By Mr. Top. 

Sundry inhabitants of the town of Fayetteville, in the State of 
North-Uarolina ;—By Mr. Cutrerer. 

Sundry inhabitants of the Counties of Henry, Weakley, and Oli- 
ver, in the State of Tennessee ;—By Mr. ALtexanper, of Tenn. 

Sundry inhabitants of the Counties of Rush, Fayette, Union, and 
Franklin, in the State of Indiana, and of Butler County, in the 
State of Ohio ;—-By Mr. Test. Praying, respectively, for the 
establishment of post routes. 

Anthony Crozier, praying that in the settlement of his accounts, 
as postmaster at Anderson, in the State of Tennessee, he may be 
allowed for public monies which were lost by the burning of his 
house, and all the effects withio it, in the year 1814 ;—By Mr. 
STANDEFER. 

Ordered, ‘That the said petitions be referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On motion of Mr. ALexanper, of Va. Ordered, that the petition 
of Isaac Williams heretolore presented, on the 24th February, 
1823, be referred to the same committee. 

Peter Trezvant, late « purser in the navy of the United States, 
stating (hat, by the destruction of the Public Offices by fire, seve- 
ral of his original vouchers were destroyed, and praying that an 
act may be passed, authorizing the accounting officers, tosetile his 
accounts on equitable principles ;—By Mr. Hamitron. 

Joseph Woolfolk, of the State of ‘Tennessee, praying payment 
for provisions furnished troops of the United States in the year 
4818, for which he received a bill of exchange on the contractor, 
but which bill has never been paid;—By Mr. Revwoxps. 

Henry M‘Gra, of the ‘Territory of Michigan, praying compen- 
sation tor two horses with ceriain military accoutrements lost in 
the service of the United States.in the late war with Great Britain ; 
—By Mr. M*Anruor, 

Paul Chase, praying to be exonerated from the payment of du- 
ties on goods which fell into the hands of the British forces in the 
late war, and were carried off by them in their original packages ; 
—By Mr.-Livincsron, 

Junsonrille De Villier, of the state of Louisiana. praying com- 
pensation tor damages which he sustained by the destruction of 
the levee on his plantation during the military operations in 
the neighbourhood of New-Orleans in the late war with Great 

Said petitions referred to the 
Committee of Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Marxvey, Ordered, That the petition of Ed- 
ward & Owen Evans, presented on the 20th of January, 1823, be 
referred to the same Committee. 

George Kellar, praying to be allowed the bounty in land to 
which he conceives himself entitled as a soldier in the late War 





with Great Britain ; which land is refused in consequence of the 
accilental omission of the word honourable, in his discharge ;j~By 
Mr. Lee. Referred to the Committee on Military A ffdirs. 

Mary H. Hawkins, of the city of Baltimore, stating that the 
property willed to her by her deceased busband, William Haw- 
kins, has lately been sold under a judgment recovered by the Unit- 
ed States, against a certain John K. Smith for whom the said 
William Hawkins was surety, after the said property had been 
improved and repaired by the petitioner, and praying that the 
amount expended in such repairs and improvemeuts may be res 
funded to her;--By Mr. Lirrte. Referred to the Committee of 
Ways aod Means. 

On motion of Mr. Lee, Ordered, That the petition of John Hoff, 
heretofore presented on the 3d January, 1823, be relerted to the 
same committee. 

Sundry inhabitants of the County of Tioga, in the state of Penn- 
sylvania, praying that the Court contemplated to be established by 
ithe bill pending before this House. to alter the Judicial Districts 
of Pennsylvania, may be held’ and located in the town of Wil- 





‘ liamsport ;—By Mr. M‘Kean; which petition was referred to the 
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Committee of the whole House; to which the satd bill is com- 
mitted. 

Joseph Meril, of Savannah, in the State ef Georgie, stating that 
in 1823, while a vessel, the property of the memorialist, was pur- 
suing a lawful voyage from the island of Cuba to the United States, 
she was driven by stress of weather into a port of the Island of 
Hayti or St: Domingo, where she was seized, and unlawfully con- 
demned, together with her cargo, and praying such relief in the pre- 
mises.as it may be in the power of the government of the United 
to grant;— By States Mr. Curunert. [Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

Sundfy inhabitants of the City of Savannah, in the State of Geor- 
gia, setting forth that they are natives of foreign countries, and 
upon their arrival in the United States, reported themselves to 
Cierks of Courts of the United States, and signed a declaration of 
their intention to become citizens of tne said states; that they have 
taken the necessary oaths, and have ever since, until lately, es 
teemed themselves citizens of the United States—that it appears 
by.a decision recently giveu by the District Court of the United 
States, for the District of Georgia. that, in consequence of not 
reporting themselves, and signing the declaration before mentioned, 
in open Court, their acts of naturalization are illegal, and they are 
declared to be aliens, and praying that an act may be passed to 
legalize the acts by which it was supposed they became citizens of 
the United States, respectively ;—-By Mr. Curueerr. 

Sundry Counsellors and Attorncys at law, admitted as practition- 





ers in the Court of the United States for the Seventh Circuit and 
Kentucky District ; representing the numerous defects, which, in 
their opinion, exist in the Judicial Establishment of the United | 
States, and praying for a re-organization, amendment, and exien- 
sion of said system, in the manner therein specified and set forth; 
—By the Seraker. 

Ordered; That the said memorial and petition be referred to 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Resolutions adopted by the General. Assembly of the State of 
Indiana, approbatory of the sentiments contained in the message 
of the President of the United States, to the two Houses of Con- 
gress at the commencement of the present session, in reference 
to the relations between the United States and fareign Govern- 
ments ;—By Mr..Jennines. Laid on the table. 

William Richardson and Matthew Richardson, of the State of | 
Alabama, praying that their claims to lands in said state may be 
confirmed ;—By Mr. Owen. 





| 
| 


Ordered; That the Committee on Pensions and 
Claims be discharged from the consideration of th “of Ri. 
kanah Darnforth, and that it be referred to the. on Re. 
volutionary Pensions. SOT Se ae eS 
Mr. Fuuter, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, to which was 
recommitted the bill for the relief of Mrs. Sarah Perry, made a ye. 
port thereon; laid on the table, ree AS as Day 
Mr. Stoan, from the Committee of Elections, made the following 
report in part, which was laid on the table. ee 23) 
Mr. Witttams, of North-Carolina, from the Committee of 
Claims, made an unfayorable report on the petition of Robert Jy, 
Stoddard ; laid on the table. fine 
Mr. Camvsext, of Ohio, from the Committee on Private Lana 
Claims, made an onfavorable report on the petition of Henrietig 
Lynde ; laid on the table. Wilde 
Ordered, That the Committee on Private Land Claims be dis. 
charged from the consideration of the petition of Philemon “Thomas, 
and that it be referred to the Committee of Claims. ee 
Mr. Epwarps, of N.C. from the Committee on Révolufionam 
Pensions, made an unfavorable report on the petitions of Henry W. 
Nowell, Amos Coggswell, and John Wirtz ; which report was laid on 
the table. a 
The Sreaxer laid before the House the following communications: 
I. From the Secretary of War, transmitting a report of the second 
Auditor of the Treasury, relative to the accounts for disbursements 












P 


ivigh 


|in the Indian Department, prepared in compliance with the third 
‘section of the act of the 6th of May, 1822, which was referred t 


the Committee on Indian Affairs, 


Il. A report from the Secretary of War, on the petition of John 
Stone ; laid on the table. . 


the reports rendered to the Treasury Department, by the incor- 
porated banks in the District of Columbia, shewing the state of their 
affairs on the 31st December, 1823 ; laid on the table. See 4 
The House resumed the consideration of the resolution of Mr, 
Owen, submitted on the 19th instant, in relation te the effect to be 
produced on the revenue, by the passage of the bill to amend the 
several acts imposing duties on imports. > 
Mr. Srorrs moved that the said resolution be laid on the table ; 
and the question thereon being taken, it was determined in the 
negative. 





Edwin Lewis, of the State of Alabama, stating that, under an act 
of the Legislature of said state, he has constructed a turnpike road 
which ruas through a body of publie Jand; and praying a grant 
of the right of pre-emption to a tract of said land on which he has 
erected a turnpike gate ;—By Mr. Owen. Said petitions referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Owen, Ordered, That the petition of Jean 
Bapteste Beaudreau, presented on the 14th December, 1815, be 
referred to the same committee. 

Jesse Bune, Samuel Pickens, and Thomas White, on behalf of a 
company incorporated by the General Assembly of the state of 
Alabama, to open a water communication between the rivers 
Tennessee and Alabama ; praying for the assistance of the Gene- 
ral Government in effecting the object of their incorporation ;—By 
Mr. Owen. [Committee on Roads and Canals. ] 

On motion of Mr. Livinestox, Ordered, That the petitions of 
Abner L. Duncan, presented on the 3d February, 1807, and 15th 
April, 1822, be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

Me. Foor, from the joint Committee for Enrolled Bills, reported 
that the Committee bad examined an enrolled bill, entitled “ An 
act to extend the time limited for the settlement of Private Land 
Claims in the territory of Florida,” and found the same to be truly 
enrolled; when the Speaker signed the said bill. 

Ordered, That the Clerk do acquaint the Senate therewith. 


| Bradley, Brown, Buchanan, Cady, Campbell, of Ohio, Carter, Collins, Condict, 
Cook, Crafts, Craig, Durfee, Dwight, Eaton, Eddy, Edwards, of Penn. Ellis, 
Farrelly, Findlay, Forward, Garrison, Gazly, Harris, Hemphill, Henry, 
Herkimer, Ingham, Jenkins, Jennings, Johnson, of Va. J. T Johnson, F. 
Johnson, Kreamer, Lathrop, Little, M‘Arthur, M‘Kean, M‘Lane, -of Del, 
M‘Lean, of Ohio, Mallary, Markley, Martindale, Matlack, Metcalfe, Pate 
terson. of Penn. Patterson, of Ohio, Plumer, of Penu. Prince, Richards, Rich, 
Rogers, Rose, Ross, Sharpe, Sloan, Stewart, Stoddard, Storrs, Strong, Swan, 
Taylor, Test, Thompson, of Ken, Tod, Tomlinson, Tracy, Trimble, Udree, 
Vance, of Ohio, Vaw Wyck, Vinton, Wayne, Whitman, Whittlesey, White, 
James Wilson, Henry Wilson, Wood, Woods, and Wright, 


NAYS, 94.— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Alexauder, of Va; Alexander, of Tenn, 
Allen, of Tenn. Baylies, P. P. Barbour, Bassett, Blair, Breck, Brent, Buck, 
Burleigh, Burton, Cambreleng, Campbell, of S. C. Cary, Cassedy, na ee 
Conner, Crowninsbield, Culpeper, Cushman, Cuthbert, Day, Dwinell, Edwa 
| of N. C. Floyd, Foot, Conn, Foote, N. Y. Forsyth, Frost, Garnett, Gatliny 
Gist, Govan, Gurley, Halil, Hamilton, Hayden, Hayward, Herrick, Hobart) 
Hogeboom, Holcombe, Hooks, Houston, Isacks, Kent, Kidder, Lee, Leftwich, 
Letcher, Lincoln, Litcbfield,Livingston, Long, Longfellow, M‘Coy, M‘Dufie, 
M‘Kee, M‘Kim, Mitchell, of Penn. Moore, of Alab. Neale, Nelson, O’Brien, 
Owen, Plumer, N.H. Poinsett, Rankin, Reed, Reynolds, Saunders, Sandford, Sib- 
ley, A. Smith, W. Smith, Spence, Standefer, A. Stevenson, J. Stevenson, Ti 1% 
of Va. Tucker, of S. C. Tyson, Vance, of N.C. Van Rensselaer, Wa * 
Webster, Wickliffe, Williams, of Va. Williams, of NC, and Wilson, of S. C; ; 


Mr. Sarre then moved to amend the said resolution. by striking 
out the words ‘ the Committee of Ways and Means,” and insert-. 
ing “the Secretary of the Treasury ;” and debate. having arisen 








Mr. M‘Lane, of Del. from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
made an unfavourable report on the petition of Perley Keys and 
Jason Fairbanks.. Laid on the table. 

Mr. M‘Lawe, from the same Committee, to which was referred 
the bill from the Senate, entitled ‘* An act to secure the accounta- 
bility of Public Officers and others;” reported the same with an 
amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be committed to a Committee of the 
whole House, to-morrow. é 

Mr. Lirtxe, from the Committee on Pensions and Revolutionary 
Claims, made an unfavorable report on the petition of Gilbert Weeks ; 


thereon, continued until the arrival of the hour for passing to the or-. 
ders of the day, when engrossed bills of the following titles; to wit : 
“ An act making appropriations for the military service of the United 
States, for the year 1824 ;” “ An act giving the consent and sanctior 
of Congress to a certain act of the Legislative Council of the Terri- 
tory of Florida,’ were réspectively read the third time and passed. 
Bills from the Senate of the following titles,-viz: Ist, An act to 
regulate the surveying of public and private lands in the southern 
part of Alabama. 2d. An act for the relief James Johnson, were 
respectively read the first and second time, and referred the first 
to the Committee on the Public Lands, the second to the Committee 





laid on the table. 





of Claims. 


If{I. From the Secretary of the Treasury, transmitting copies of 3 


YEAS, 86.—Messrs. Allison, Bailey, Barber, of Conn. Bartlett, Beecher, — 
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The following messagesin wriling were received from the Pre- 
sident of the United Statess by Mr. Everett, his Secre‘ary, viz : 
To the House of Representatives of the United States : 

The House of Representatives on the 12th instant, having re- 
solved, * That the President of the United States be requested to 
inform this‘House, whether the rales and regulations compiled by 
General Scott for the Government of the army, are now in force ia 
the army, or any part thereof, and by what authority the same has 
been adopted and enforced,” I herewith transmit a report from the 
Department of War, which contains the information required. 
Washington, 23d Feb. 1824. JAMES MONROE. 


Ordered, That the said message and report do lie on the table. 


e House o resentatives of the United States : 
gyms g ipa heey of te House of Representatives of the 
11th instant, requesting the President of the United States “ to inform 
this House, if the line intended to.constitate the western boundary 
of the Territory of Arkansas has been run, in conformity with the 
provisions of the 3d section of the act of Congress of the 3d March, 
1823, entitled “ Ao act makipg appropriations for the military ser- 
vice of the United States for the year 1823, and for other purposes,” 
and if said line has not been run, that he inform the house what in- 
structions have been given, or measures adopted, in relation to the 


execution of the provisions of the law, and what causes have pre- |; 


vented said line from being run,” I herewith transmit a report from 
the Secretary of War, which contains the information required. 
Washington, 23d Feb. 1824. JAMES MONROE. 


Ordered, That the said message and report do lie on the table 


To the House of Representatives of the United States : 

The House of Representatives on the 26th ultimo. having “ re 
solved, that the President of the United States be requested to 
cause to be laid before the House, an estimate of the expense which 
would be incurred by transporting two hundred of the troops now 
atthe Council Bluffs, to the mouth of the Columbia or Oregon ri- 
ver,” 1 herewith transmit a report of the Secretary of War, which 
contains the information required. JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, 23d Feb. 1824. 


Ordered, That the said message and report be referred to the 
committee appointed on the 29th December last, to enquire into 
the propriety of taking possession of the Columbia or Oregon river 


To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States : 

I herewith transmit to Congress certain documents relating toa claim of 
Massachusetts, for services rendered by the militia of that state in the late war, 
and for which payment was made by the state. From the particular circum- 
stances atiending this claim, I have thought it proper to submit the subject to 
the consideration of Congress. ; 

In forming a just estimate of this claim, it will be necessary to recur to the 
cause which prevented its admission, or the admission of any part thereof, at an 
earlier day: It will be recollected, that, when a call was made on the militia 
of that state for service, in the late war, under an arrangement which was alike 
applicable to the militia of all the states, and in conformity with the acts of 
Congress, the Executive of Massachusetts refused to comply with the call, on 
the priaciple that the power vested in Congress by the Constitution, to provide 
for calling forth the nmlitia to execute the laws of the Union, suppress iusurrec- 
tions, and repel invasions, was not a complete power for those purposes, but 
conditional, and dependant ou the conseut of the Executives of the several states ; 
and, also, that, when called tuto service, such consent being given, they could 
tot be commanded by a regular officer of the United States, or other efficer than 
of the militia, exeept by the President, in person. That this decision of the Ex- 
ecutive of Massachusetts was repugnant to the constitution of the United States, 
and of dangerous tendency, especially when it is considered that we were then 
engaged in a war with a powerful nation for the defence of our common tights, 
was the decided opinion of this Government; and when the period, at which 
that decision was formed, was considered, it being as early as the fifth of Au- 
gust, eighteen hundred and twelve, immediately after the war was declared, and 
that it was not relinquished during the war, it was inferred, by the Executive 
of the United States, that the decision of the Executive of that state was alike 
applicable to all the services that were rendered by the militia of the state dur- 
ing the war. 

in the cofréspondence with the Governor of Massachusetts at that important 
epoch, and’on that very interesting subject, it was announced to him, by the 
Secretary of War, that, if the militia of the state were called into service by the 
executive of the state, and not put under the caminand of the Major General of 
the United States, asthe militia of the other states were, the expense attending 
their service would be chargesble to the state, and not tothe United States. It 


was also stated to-him at the same time, that any claim which the state might} 


have for the reimbursement of such expenses, could not be allowed*by tie Exe- 


cutive of the United States, since it would involve primciples on which that 


branch of the Government could not decide, 

Under these circtimstances, a decision on the claim of the state of Massa chu 
setts hs hitheito been suspended, and it need not be remarked, that the suspen- 
sion bas proceeded from @ conviction that it would be improper to give any- 
anction by its admission, or by the adarission of any part thereof, either to the 


construction of the constitution contended for by the then Executive of that state, 
or to its conduct, at that period, towards the General Government and the 
Union. ; 
In January, 1823, the Representatives in Congress from Massachusetts and 
Maine, suggested, by memorial, that the constitutional otjection could not ap- 
ply toa portion of the claim, and requested that the accounting officer \of the 
Government might be iustracted to audit and admit such part as might be free 
from that objection. In all cases where claims are presented for militia service, 
it is the duty and the practice of the accounting officer to submit them to the de- 
partment for instruction as to the legality of the claim; that is, whether the ser- 
vice had been rendered by order of the competent authority, or otherwise, un- 
der circumstances to justify the claim against the United States, admitting that 
the evidence in support of it should be satisfactory. © To this request there ap- 
peared to be no well-founded objection, under the reservation, as to the consti- 
tutional principle, and accordingly an order was given to the accounting officers 
of the Treasury to proceed in auditing the claim, with that reservation. 
in conformity with this arrangement, the Fxecutive of Massachusstts appoint- 
ed two citizens of that state, commissioners to attend to the settlement of its 
claim, and wha, in execution of the trust reposed in them, have presented to the 
accounting officer of the Treasury that portion, comprehending the services of 
the fifth division of the militia of the state, which has been audited and report- 
ed for consideration, subject to the objection above stated. I have examined 
this report, with the documents presented by the commissioners, and am of opi- 
nion that the services rendered by that division were spontaneous, patriotic, 
{and proper, necessary for self-defence, to repel, in some instances, actual inva- 
sion, aud in others, to meet, by adequate preparation, invasions that were me- 
naced. The commissioners of the state having intimated that other portions of 
service stood on similar ground, the accounting officer has been instructed, in 
} auditing the whole, to do it in such’manner as to enable the Departinent to show 
| distinetly under what circumstances each portion of service was rendered, whe- 
| ther voluntary, called out by invasion, or the menace of invasion, or by public 
| authority ; and in such case, whether the militia rendering such service was 
| placed under the authority of the United States, or retained under that of the 
| State. 
It affords me great pleasure to state, that the present Executive of Massachu- 
setts has disclaimed the principle which was maintained by the former Execu- 
tive, and that in this disclaimer both branches of the Legislature bave concur- 
red. By this renunciation, the state is placed on the same ground, in this res- 
pect, with the other states, and this very distressing anomaly in our system is 
removed. It is well known that the great body of our fellow-citizens in Massa= 
chusetts are as firmly devoted to our Union, and to the free républican principles 
of our government, as our fellow-citizens of the uther states. Of this important 
truth, their conduct in every stage ofour revolutionary struggle, and in many 
other emergencies, bears ample testimony ; and, I add, with profound imterest 
and a thorough conviction, that, although the difficulty adverted ta, in the late 
war, with their Executive, excited equal surprise and regret, it was not beliey- 
ed to extend tothem There never was a moment when the Confidence ofthe 
goverment in the great body of eur fellow-citizens of that state was impaired ; 
nor is a doubt entertained that they were, at all times, willing aad ready to 
support their rights, aud repel an invasion by the enemy. 
The commissioners of Massachusetts have urged, in compliance with their in- 
structions, the payment of so much of their claim as applies to the services ren- 
dered by the filth division, which have been audited, and I should have no he- 
sitation in admitting it, if 1 did uot think, uoder all the circumstances of the case 
that the claim, in all its parts, was cognizable by Wongress alone. The period 
at which the constitutional difficulty was raised, by the Executive of the state, 
was in the bighest degree important, as was the tendency of the principle for 
which it contended, and which was adhered to during the war. The public 
mind throughout the Union was much excited by that occurrence, and great ¢0- 
licitude was felt as to its consequences. The Executive of the United States 
was bound to maintain, and did maintain, a just construction of the constitu. 
tion ; in doing which ii is gratifying to recolject that the most frieadly feelings 
were cherished towards their brethren of that state. The Executive of the state 
was warned, in the correspondence which then took place, of the light in which 
its conduct was viewed, and of the effect it would have, so far as reluted to the 
right of the Executive of the United States, on any claim which mightafter< 
wards be presented by the state to compensation for such services. Unrler these 
circumstances, the power of the Executive of the United States to settle any. por- 
tion of tnis claim, seems to be precluded. It seems proper, also, that this Claim 
should be decided, on full investigation, before the public, that tne principle on 
which it ts decided, may be thoroughly understood by our fellow-citizens of 
| every state, which can be done by Congress alone ; who alone, also, possess 
the power to pass-the laws which may be necessary to carry such decision into 
effect. 
In submitting this subject to the calm and enlightened judgment of Congress, 
Ido it with peculiar satisfaction, from.a knowledge that you aré now placed, 
by the course ofevents, iv a situation which will enable you to adopt stich mea- 
sures, as will not ouly comport with the sound principles of our.governnient, but, 
likewise, be conducive to other the bighest interests of our Usion. By the re- 
nunciation of the principle maintained by the then dxecutive of Massachusetts, 
as has beendone by its present Executive and buth branches of the Legislature, 
in the most formal manner, aud in accord with the sentiments of the great body 
| of the people, the constitution is restored, in a very impertant feature—that 
| connected with the public defence : and in the most important branch, that of 
the militia, to its native strength. It is very gratifying to known, that this re~ 
| nuaciation has been produced by the regular, orderly, and pacific operation of 
{our republican system, whereby those who were in the right at the moment of 
difficulty, and who sustained the government with great ‘firmness, have daily 
gained strength uatil this result was adcomplished. ‘The point on which you will 
have to decide, are, what is fairly due for the services which were actually ren- 
dered ?: By what meansshall we contribute most to cement the Union, aud give 
the greatest supportise oyr most excellent coustituijion? In seeking each ebjoct 
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separately we are led to the same result. All that-can be claimed by our fel- |} 
low+citizens of Massachusetts is, that the constitutional objection be waived, 
and that they be placed on the same footing with their brethren in the other 
states—that, regarding the services rendered by the militia of other states, for 
which compensation has been made, giving to the rule the most liberal coustruc- 
tion, like compensation be made for similar services rendered by the militia of 
that state. 

I have been led to conclude, on great consideration, that the principles of 
justice, as well as a due regard for the great interests of our Union, require that 
this claim, in. the extent proposed, sliould be acceded to. Essential service was 
rendered, in the late war, by the militia of Massachusetts, and with the most 
patriotic motives. It seeins just, therefore, that they should be compensated for 
such services, in like manner with the militia of the other states. The constitu- 
tional difficulty did not originate with them, aud has now been removed, It 
comports with our system to look to the service rendered, and tothe intention 

ith Which it was rendered, and to award the compensation accordingly, espe- 
dally as it may now be done without the sacrifice of principle. « The motive, in 
this instance, isthe stronger, because well satisfied | am, that, by so doing, we 
shall give the most effectual support to our republican institutions, No. latent 
cause of discontent will be left behind. The great body of the people will be 
gratified, and even those who now survive, who were then in error, cannot fail 
td see, with interestand satisfaction, this distressing occurrence thus happily 
terminated. I, therefore, consider it myduty to recommend it to Congress to 
make provision for the settlement of the claim of Massachusetts, for services ren- 
dered inthe late war by the militia of the state, in conformity with the rules 
which have governed in the settlement of the claims for seryices rendered by the 
nilitia of the other states. JAMES MONROE, 

Washington, February 23, 1824. 

Ordered, ‘That said message and documents lie on the table. 

The Hoase again resolved itself into a Committee of the whole on 
the state of the Union; and, after some time spent therein, the Speax- 
ER resumed the chair, and Mr. Conpicr reported, that the Commit- 
tee liad, according to order, again had the state of the Union generally 
under consideration, and particularly a bill to amend the several 
acts imposing duties on imports, and had come to no resolution 
thereon. Adjourned. 

Tuesday, February 24, 1824.—Siztieth day. 

Mr. M‘Lane, of Del. from the Committee of Ways and Means, 
who were instructed on the 2Ist January last, ‘‘ to inquire into 
the expediency of appropriating five thousand dollars for the use 
of the Library of Congress,’ made a report thereon, accompanied 
by a bill authorizing an appropriation for the use of the Library of 
Congress ; which bill was read the first and second time, and com- 
mitted to the Committee of the whole House, to which is commit- 
ted the bill making appropriations for the support of government, 
for the year 1824. 

Mr. Marsow, from the Committee of Claims, made an unfavour- 
able report on the petition of Gates Hoit ; laid on the table. 

Ordered, That the Committee on the Judiciary, be discharged 
from the consideration of the petition of sundry aliens residing in 
the state of New-Jersey ; the petition of sundry aliens in the state 
of Indiana ; the petition of J. & A. Nattale; the petition of Pierre 
Berthelet and Oliver Berthelet, and the petition of a committee 
appointed by a meeting of the citizens of the City of New-York, 
on behalf of the aliens residing in said City, as also from the con- 
sideration of the enquiry which said commitiee was directed to | 
make on the 10th of December last, whether any, and what alter- 
ations are recessary in the existing laws establishing rules of na- 
turalization, and into the expediency of furnishing copies of those 
laws to the Courts authorized to naturajize aliens, and that the 
several petitions and resolution be referred to the Committee ap- 
pointed’ on the 16th instant, on the memorial of sundry aliens 
residing in the city of New-Orleans. 

Mr. Harvey, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, made an 
unfavourable report on the petition of Joseph Cross; laid on the table. ! 

Mr. Rawk. from the Committee on the Public Lands, to which 
was referred the bill from the Senate, entitled “ Av aet to regulate 
the surveying of public and private lands in the Southern parts of 
Alabama,” reported the same without amendment. 

Ordered, That the said bill be read a third time, to-morrow. 

Mr. Saunpers, from the Committee on the Judiciary, to which 
was referred the amendments proposed by the Senate to the bill, 
entitled “ An act foalterthe times of holding the District Court 
at Mobile,in the District of Alabama,” reported the agreement of 
the Committee to the said amendments. 

The sail amendments were read, amended by inserting therein 
the county of * Blount,” after the county of ‘‘ Morgan,” in the first 

















Mr. Reyrnoups, from the Committee on the petition of William 
Blouat, of Tennessee, made an unfavourable report thereon ; jaid 
00 ee SB hata! 
tr. Banrverrt, by leave of the House, presented a memorial 

the merchants, ship owners and mechanics of Portsmouth, jad 
state of New-Hampshire, representing the many evils which in 
their opinion will flow from the passage of the bill now pendi 

in this House, to amend the several acts imposing duties on im- 


ys 


ports, and praying that said bill may not be passed into a law. 


Mr. Dwinect, by leave of the House, presented a memorial of 
sundry inhabitants of the county of Madison, in the state of New. 
York, praying that such a revision of the tariff of duties on i 

may be made as will afford the necessary protection to the do. 
mestic manufactures of the country. ee te 

Ordered, ‘That the said memorials be referred to the Committee 
of the whole House on the state of the Union ; to whieb is om. 
mitted the bill to amend the: several acts imposing duties on. im- 
ports. ‘ ge 

The House resumed the consideration of the following resolu. 
tion, submitted by Mr. Owen on the 9th instant. Hf 
Resolved, Tbat the Committee of Ways and Means be instruct. 
ed to examine and report to this Honse, what will be the effect 
upon the revenue of the government of the United States, if the 
bill now before this House, entitled “ A bill to amend the several 
acts imposing duties upon imports” should pags intoa law: and 
if its operation would in their opinion diminish tbe revenue. to ag 
extent greater (han the expenditures of government will admitif, 
what course it will be expedient to pursue to supply that deficiency, 

The question recurred on the motion made by Mr. SHARPE yes- 
terday, to st.ike out the words “‘ Committee of Ways and Means,” 
and insert “ Secretary of the 'T'reasury ;” and being taken, it pas- 
sed in the affirmative. : 
Mr. M‘Lane, of Del. then moved further to amend the said re 
solution, by inserting after the word “ Resolved,” the following, 
“that the clerk of this House deliver to the Secretary of the Trea- 
‘* sury, a copy of the bill to amend the several acts imposing duties 
“on imports,” and this amendment was adopted, when, 

Mr. Rica moved further to amend the said resolution, by strik- 
out the words * of the government,” and inserting the “ commerce, 
the manufacturing and agricultural.” 

Mr. Fioyp, then moved that the said resolution be laid on the 
table. And the question being taken thereon, it passed in the 
affirmative. 

The yeas and nays being required, those who voted in the af- 
firmative, are, ’ 
YEAS, 96.--Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Alexander, Va. Allen, Tenn, Allison, 
Archer, Bailey, Baylies, Barber, Conn. P. P. Barbour, Bradley, Brown, Buch- 
anan, Burton, Cambreleng, Campbell, Ohio, Carer, Clark, Collins, 
Condict, Conner, Crafts, Craig, Durfee, Dwinell, Eaton, Eddy, Edwards, 
N. C. Ellis, Farrelly, Findlay, Floyd, Foote, N. Y. Forward, Garrison, 
Gazlay, Harris, Hemphill, Henry, Herkimer, Hogeboom, Jenkins, Johnson, 
Va. J.T. Johason, F. Johnson, Kreamer, Little, Long, McArthar, McCoy, 
McKean, McLane, Del. McLean, Ohio, Markley, Martindale, Matiack, Met- 
calf, Morgan, Newton, Patterson, Penn Patterson, Ohio, Plumer, Penn. Rich- 
ards, Rich, Rives, Saunders, Sloan, Sterling, A. Stevenson, Stoddard, Stores, 
Swan, Taylor, Ten Eyck, Thompson, Ken. Tod, Tomlinson, Tracy, Trimble, 
Tucker, Va. Udree, Vance, Ohio, Van Rensselaer, Van Wyck, Wayne, Whipple, 
Whitman, Whittlesey, White, Williams, N. C. James Wilson, Henry. Wilson, 
Wilson, Ohio, Wood, Weods, Wright. 

NAYS, 92 —Messrs. Alexander, Tenn. Allen, Mass. J. S. Barbour, Bartlett, 
Beecner, Blair, Breck, Buck, Buckner, Burleigh, Campbell, S.C. Cary, Cassédy, 
Cobb, Cocke, Cook, Crowninshield, Culpeper, Cushman, Day, Foot, Conn. For- 
syth, Prost, Fuller, Garnett, Gatlin, Gist, Govan, Gurley, Hall, Hamilton; Har 
vey, Haydeu, Hayward, Herrick, Hobart, Holcombe, Hooks, Houston, np’ 
Isacks, Jenuings, Kent, Kidder, Lathrop, Leftwich, Letcher, Lincoln, Litch- 
field, Livermore, Livingston, Locke, Longfellow, McDuffie, McKee, McKim, 
Mangum, Mallary, Marvin, Matsov, Mitchell, Penn. Moore, Ken’ Moote, Als. 
Neale, O‘Brien, Owen, Plumer, N. H. Poinsett, Rankin, Reed, Reynolds, 
Rose, Sanford, Scott, Sharpe, Sibley, Arthur Smith, Wm Smith,. Spence, 
Standefer, Strong, ‘Fest, Thompson, Geo, Tucker, S. C. Tyson, Vance, N. C. 
Vinton, Warfield, Wickliffe, Williams, N. Y. Williams, Va. Wilson, S.C. ~ 

‘Tbe House resolved itself into a Committee of the whole, on 
the state of the Union; and after some time spent therei },, the 
Speaker resumed the chair, and Mr. Convict reported th 
Committee had, according to order, again had the state of the Union 
generally under consideration, and particularly a bill to amend 
the several acts imposing duties on imports, and had come to no 





section thereof, and concurred in by the House. 

Ordered, ‘That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions, be 
discharged from the further consideration of the petitions of Jo 
seph Gathrie and Joseph Dixon, sod that they be referred to the 


resolution thereon. Adjourned. a 

Op The name of Mr. Wright ts erroneously inserted am the yeas, 
on the indefinite postponement of the bill “to procure the necessary 
plans, estimates, and surveys upon the subject of Roads and Canals,” 











Committee on Pensions and Revolutionary Claims. 


see fol. 232. 
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